
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I. Tragedy: 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Soliloquy: 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Monologue: 
 

 
 
 
 

IV. Background Information: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
V. Prediction:  “To be, or not to be – that is the question.”  Based on the first line, what do you think this 
soliloquy will be about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hamlet 



 

Hamlet - III:1:64-96  
To be, or not to be: that is the question:  

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer (65)  it is 

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,  

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,  

And by opposing end them? To die: to sleep;  

No more; and by a sleep to say we end  

The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks (70)  

That flesh is heir to, 'tis a consummation  resolution 

Devoutly to be wish'd. To die, to sleep;  

To sleep: perchance to dream: ay, there's the rub;  problem 

For in that sleep of death what dreams may come  

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, (75)  life 

Must give us pause: there's the respect  

That makes calamity of so long life;     

For who would bear the whips and scorns of time,  

The oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely, contempt 

The pangs of despised love, the law's delay, (80)  

The insolence of office and the spurns  

That patient merit of the unworthy takes, 

When he himself might his quietus make  death 

With a bare bodkin? who would fardels bear,  dagger / burdens 

To grunt and sweat under a weary life, (85)  

But that the dread of something after death,  

The undiscover'd country from whose bourn  border 

No traveller returns, puzzles the will  

And makes us rather bear those ills we have  

Than fly to others that we know not of? (90) 

Thus conscience does make cowards of us all; 

And thus the native hue of resolution natural color 

Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought, 

And enterprises of great pitch and moment 

With this regard their currents turn awry, (95)  

And lose the name of action.— 



 

Translation:
To Live, or not to live: that is the question 

Whether it’s better to suffer the stress (65) 

Of all the rotten luck the world flings at you 

Or to take a violent stand against the tide 

And overcome all obstacles.  To die, to sleep 

To end existence, to sleep in the slumber  

With no more of the heartaches and troubles (70) 

That humans face; it’s a peaceful end 

That is longed for.  To die, to sleep in the peace 

Of a dream, but there’s the catch, 

What kind of nightmare might death really be?  

When we die & shed our human skin, (75) 

We might just freeze in our tracks:  

The fear of death is what keeps people living. 

Why else would anyone put up with all the evil in this life: 

The evils done by a tyrant, insults, 

A lover’s rejection, the delay of justice, (80) 

The snobbery of leaders and all the snubs 

That nice people take as they wait patiently 

When all their problems could be answered 

With a Dagger! Who would put up with this: 

Slaving away in the endless battle of life? (85) 

Except the fear of the afterlife, 

The unknown dimension that 

No one returns from, an eternal mystery 

That makes us accept the familiar discomforts 

Of this life rather than find out what’s on the other side of death; (90) 

We’re cowards  

Afraid to act 

Too pale and sick, too full of thought  

We surrender our great plans 

We turn away from our possibilities (95) 

And fail to act



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Directions: Respond to the following questions using examples from the text. 
  

1. Does Hamlet’s soliloquy use emotion (pathos) to create a specific effect on the reader? If so, 
describe how emotion is used. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Does Hamlet’s soliloquy use logic (logos) to create specific effects on the reader? If so, 

describe how logic is used. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. When Hamlet speaks his soliloquy, he is in crisis.  How do his circumstances position him to 

speak with authority (ethos) about the value of life?  Does Hamlet seem to speaking about his 
life in particular or about the quality of life in general? 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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